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Development and Peace, Caritas Canada celebrates 50 years of Solidarity this year, and it’s 

Share Lent fundraising campaign is a tradition observed since its’ inception.  It’s purpose is 

three-fold: to educate Canadians about international development; to raise funds; and to 

renew the spirit of Lent. 

 

The Share Lent campaign is an opportunity to pursue their educational work – we are invited 

to live this gesture of solidarity in a meaningful way by being there to support financially the 

efforts of our partners in the Global South to build a more just and equitable world.  68.5 

MILLION people are forced to leave their homes around the world – a displacement forced 

upon these migrants who are threatened by conflict, climate change the exploitations of 

natural resources. Financial support, through fundraising activity, is a key opportunity to 

pursue our education work, and to have our presence felt in building a more just and 

equitable world.  Share Lent provides a special occasion to contribute to the work of justice 

and creation of the God of Life we believe in, and enables thousands of Canadians to be 

involved each year. There is a special sense of urgency to help those in need,  and to seek to 

build a world of justice. The difference between dignity and humiliation helps people lift 

themselves up and empower themselves to ensure their own development.  It is frightening to 

acknowledge that poverty is on the rise, and it is important to focus upon the fact that the 

poor have not chosen their poverty – they are victims of injustice.  Statistics give only a one 

dimensional view of the reality – they tell us nothing of the human suffering involved, and 

what our participation can help alleviate.  The overwhelming poverty of 68.5 million people , 

even though it may be far removed, affects us all. 

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (CCCB) review of Development and Peace 

– Caritas Canada (D&P) practices in relation to choosing its partners is ongoing. Many 

dioceses have chosen to proceed with the annual Share Lent collection in support of D&P. 

Before collecting or making donations, members and councils should contact their local 

diocesan office to confirm if a Share Lent collection is authorized. 

When submitting contributions, please specify in the letter that this money is not to be 

forward to any of the 52 partners under review. 

Please note that the national executive of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 

suspended the League’s 1% Program, the national voluntary fund that supports D&P, until the 

audit is completed by the CCCB. No monies are being collected at this time 



 Nova Scotia’s Office of Immigration also reported that the province is approaching a new 

record for the number of permanent resident landings this year. A total of 5,225 newcomers 

settled in the province between January 1 and October 31, 2018, and the government said the 

number “will likely surpass” 2016’s record of 5,485 landings.  “These numbers reflect the work 

we have done to attract international talent to our province,” Nova Scotia’s Immigration 

Minister, Lena Metlege Diab, said. “The success we are seeing will help increase access to 

important services, grow our population and strengthen our economy.”  Immigration has 

been key to Nova Scotia’s population growth, which has been on an upward trend for the last 

three consecutive years and reached a record high 964,693 residents on October 1. 

 

Sadly, the reality of human trafficking has raised its’s ugly head just this week [Mar.7, 2019] in 

Dartmouth, NS.  Two men and two women are facing charges related to Prostitution.  All the 

accused are related.  ‘Police say that human trafficking, which involves controlling, forcing, 

intimidation or deceiving a person in order to exploit them through sexual exploitation forced 

labour; can happen anywhere.  We must strive to encourage our youth to realize exploitation 

of others – be it sexually or economically, is not something to aspire to as a 

community/society.  We must endeavour to continue to educate our young in charity of heart 

and generosity of service in action. 

 

May our Lady of Good Counsel continue to guide and bless us in our continued efforts for 

God and Canada, through the actions of our League. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ethel Jack 

Community Life Chair 

 


