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Sisters in the League 

 

Greetings from Yarmouth. As we enter another season of Covid-19 restrictions, I am grateful to 
have the opportunity to connect with you. There are a few updates related to Provincial and 
Federal Legislation. 

The Nova Scotia Legislation is currently adjourned and is expected to reconvene in the fall with 
limited numbers of MLAs in the legislature at one time. 
 
Bill 240 – Life Partners in Long Term Care Act received Royal Assent on March 10, 2020.  This bill 
give life partners the right to be placed in the same long-term care facility as long as both are 
assessed and deemed eligible to be placed in a facility. 

The Government of Nova Scotia continues to post news releases to inform Nova Scotians on 
COVID-19 cases and any changes in safety recommendations. Recently, recommendations were 
released related to the celebration of Halloween. If we choose to participate and hand out 
treats, we are advised that one person should hand out treats while wearing a mask, preferably 
outside. Also, distribute prepackages treats with tongs if possible. 

The Government of Canada began the second session of the 43rd Parliament. Along with passing 
Acts related to the response to COVID – 19, there are some other Bills of some interest. 
 
Bill C-7 An Act to Amend the Criminal Code (Medical Assistance in Dying) has passed its 
second reading. Five amendments are being made to the criminal code including: 
 
(a) repeal the provision that requires a person’s natural death be reasonably foreseeable in 
order for them to be eligible for medical assistance in dying; 

(b) specify that persons whose sole underlying medical condition is a mental illness are not 
eligible for medical assistance in dying; 
(c) create two sets of safeguards that must be respected before medical assistance in dying may 
be provided to a person, the application of which depends on whether the person’s natural death 
is reasonably foreseeable; 

 



(d) permit medical assistance in dying to be provided to a person who has been found eligible to 
receive it, whose natural death is reasonably foreseeable and who has lost the capacity to 
consent before medical assistance in dying is provided, on the basis of a prior agreement they 
entered into with the medical practitioner or nurse practitioner; and 
(e) permit medical assistance in dying to be provided to a person who has lost the capacity to 
consent to it as a result of the self-administration of a substance that was provided to them under 
the provisions governing medical assistance in dying in order to cause their own death. 
(https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-7/first-reading) 
 
Bill C - 8 An Act to Amend the Citizenship Act (Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 
cell to action number 94) was introduced on October 22, 2020. This act amends the Oath or 
Affirmation of Citizenship to include a solemn promise to respect the Aboriginal and treaty 
rights of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.  
 
In other news, municipal elections were help on October 17th. There was an increase in the 
number of women councillors on the Halifax Regional Municipality Council and the Cape Breton 
Regional Municipality elected its first female mayor. 
 
I pray for your safety and happiness. Hopefully we will be able to meet again soon. 
 
 
God Bless 

 

Patty Dorrian 
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